SKY TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS

PHONE: 209-855-6938
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GoIde tate Truck Sales Inc.

® Call : Dharminder Singh
Cell : 530-870-6600

Email: myfuturetruck@gmail.com
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Indian Grill

Indiangrillsanleandro.com

Pal343@ yahoo.com

Open 7 days a week
Lunch Buffet : 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM
Fine Dining: 4.30 PM - 9"30 PM

We do Outdoor & Indoor
Catering for all your Events
1600 Washington Ave.
San Leandro.CA 94577

GINNY WALIA

Law Offices. Inc

Ginny H. K. Walia

FAMILY LAW,
CRIMINAL
DEFENSE

Experienced Jury Trial Lawyer
Featured as a legal analyst on
Fox News, MSNBC and Kron 4

Tel: (408) 724-9200
Fax: (408) 724-9202
Toll Free: 1 (800) 379-9330

AND CIVIL
LITIGATION

ginny@walialawfirm.com
www.walialawfirm.com

» N MAJESTIC[

Office (925) 779-1234
Direct (925) 366-3618

RAMESHSUMAN  Fax (905) 219-3918
Broker Reallor  DRE Licence- 00871752

www.majestichomes.us ramesh@rameshsuman.com

P.O. Box 3434, Antioch, CA 94531-3434

SAROAY
INVESTMENT REALTY

Ram Saroay

Broker/Realtor
Business License 031035

ramsaroay@hotmail.com

39039 Paseo Padre Parkway Suite # 205 Fremont, CA 94538
Office: (510) 742-8120, Cell; (510) 368-3983

sINce 1006 jewelers.Bagga@gmail.com |
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6930 65TH STREET # 115 SACRAMENTO CA 95823

SeRcul R o R CA Re i £k Tl Sandeep Jony Bagga

Amrik Chand (cea)

Phone : 510-490-8200
Fax : 510-490-8202
Email : achand@pacbell.net

Income Tax Preparation
(Individual, Corporation & LLC)
Payroll Services & Bookkeeping Services
* We are in this business since 1989.
Your satisfaction is our goal.

* Please call us for
Professional & reliable

services at reasonable rates.

959 Corporate Way, Fremont, CA. 94539



INDIAN, PAKISTANI & FIJJIAN GROCERIES

WE ARE OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK

9:00 to 8:30
kBl o/ (209) 478-0285

RENT DVDS & BUY CLOTHES
rox (209) 477-3206

cALL TO HAPPY
Cell: (209)-487-2127

2P uk:d  www.ambedkartimes.com, www.deshdoaba.com o
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WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS ' g3 §m eniamits feawi 9 Susau oa |

EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON GROCERIES

1304-E HAMMER LANE, SUITE 12, STOCKTON CA, 95210
EMAIL: indiabazaarO8@yahoo.com
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SWEETS & SPICES

SO CHAAT PAPDI, SAMOSA, CHAAT, PANI PURI
DAHI VADA, BHEL PURI CHAAT

MUSIC, FABRIC
ARTIFICIAL
JEWELRY, SWEETS,
FRESH VEGETABLES
& MORE..

WE HAVE
LARGEST
COLLECTION
FOR INDIAN

FIJIAN & PAKISTANI
GROCERY

Super Eyebrow
Threading Now Open

Eyebrow Threading
& Henna Tattoo

7 times, \
Get 8th one free! R

5203 EKLHORN BLVD T L Ly J16-798-8142
SACRAMENTO CA 95842 # 100 ROSEVILLE, CA 95747 '
916- 338-5511 916- 786-7666  IndaMarketRoseville@gmail com

SWEETS & CATERING ITEMS SERVING
AUTHORIZED CATERER FOR All Kinds of Sweets | Snacks
MAJOR 5-STAR HOTELS Chaat Stall | North Indian Cuisine
Fluda Kulfi Stall | On Site Tandoor
CATERING SERVICE ADDITIONAL SERVICE

Warmers | Chaffing Dishes
China & Silverware
Linen Rental | Waiters
Bartenders

Wedding Ceremonies | Receptions
Birthday Parties | Corporate Events
Religious Gatherings
Picnics/Bar-B-Que

CONTACT US: : | |

Email: msbains@rajasweets.com
\F;VA(‘)I;;“(’EEE?) iggT_Egn.:%% WWW, rajasweets_.com
CELL (510) 715-1619 Msook. (D

rajasweetsandcatering  rajaswests
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KASH FABRICS

ONE STOP SHOPPING CENTRE
29576 Mission Blvd Hayward. Ca 94544

www.kashfabrics.com

Tel: 910-538-1138
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\WE PROVIDE
ALL TRUCKING
RELATED
PERMITS AND

SERVICES

ICC, DOT, IFTA, IRP Plates,
PERMITS, NYP, KYU, OR,
Canada Permit, CORPORA-
TION AND LLC FILLING
SERVICES, 2290, PTI,
Trailer plates.

=% SKY TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS

STRIVE FOR MORE

NOTORY PUBLIC SERVICES.
ON THE SPOT VIN VERIFICATION SERVICES.
DOT OUT OF SERVICES??

AUTHORIZED IRS E- FILE PROVIDER.

WE HAVE CONVIPLETE SOLUTIONS
FOR OUT OF SERVICE DOT.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

PHONE: 209-855-6938, FAX: 209-762-6540

Email: skytransportsolution@gmail.com

2680 N TRACY BLVD, SUITE 4, TRACY, CA 95376

Give us a chance to provide you best services

SPECIAL DOT COMPLIANCE
FOR SAFETY, AUDITS AND
RECORD KEEPING.
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May Day Celebrat|ons & Babasaheb Dr Ambedir’

Contributions for Labourers in India

Prem K. Chumber
Editor-in-Chief: www.ambedkartimes.com
Ambedkar Times & Desh Doaba Weekly Newspapers

Bharat Ratan Bodhi Satav Babasaheb Dr Bhimrao Ramiji’s
contribution towards the emancipation and empowerment
of the working class in India both during the freedom strug-
gle as well as after India’s independence is worth remem-
bering on the historic May Day: celebrated worldwide as
International Workers’ Day, also known as Workers’ Day
and Labour Day. It was chosen to be International Workers’
Day at the International’s second congress in 1891 to com-
memorate the 1886 Haymarket affairin Chicago wherein
on 1 May workers of various industrial units observed gen-
eral strike for the eight-hour workday. On 4 May when the
Chicago police tried to disperse a public assembly in sup-
port of the general strike an unidentified person threw a
bomb, which led to police firing resulting in the death of
seven police officers, at least four civilians and wounding
of sixty police officers and unknown number of civilians.
This was led to the arrest of hundreds of labour leaders and
their sympathiers. Later on, four of the arrested ones were
executed by hanging.

It was coincidence that Babasaheb Dr Ambedkar
was born in 1891 and came to acquire higher education in
the United States of America in 1913. What he learnt dur-
ing his three years (1913-16) stint at Columbia University
in New York City in the class room sessions of his great
professors - John Dewey, James Shotwell, Edwin Seligman
and James Harvey Robinson - made him struggle for the
emancipation and empowerment of the labourers on his
return in his own country during the British as well as after
India’s independence. During his tenure as a Labour
Minister and as the Labour Member of the Viceroy's
Executive Council between 1942 and 1946, he worked
hard for the reduction of working hours from 12 to 8 Hrs a
day. His contributions towards granting the rights of the
labourers are manifold: establishment of Employment Ex-
change, Employees State Insurance (ESI), Indian Statistical
Law, Compulsory Recognition for Trade of Union, Indian
Factory act, Dearness Allowance (DA), Paid Holidays,
Health Insurance, Extra pay for Overtime, Legal Strike Act,
Provident Fund (PF), Labour Welfare Fund, Technical Train-
ing Scheme, Mines Maternity Benefit Act, Women Labour
Welfare Fund, Women and Child-Labour Protection Act, Ma-
ternity Benefit for Women Labour, Equal Pay for Equal Work
irrespective of the Sex, Restoration of Ban on Employment
of Women on Underground Work in Coal Mines.

As far as the public domain of working class
activism is concerned, Dr Ambedkar was always acted as
front soldier for the rights of workers. His contribution in
highlighting the plight of Dalit workers access in the highest
paid textile mill weaving departments is well known. Dalits
were not allowed to work in these textile mills for the fear
of pollution caused by their saliva to wet the thread during
the weaving process to tie the knot, each time the weft
bobbin required a replacement. Dr Ambedkar brought this
issue in the public during the famous 1928 Bombay Textile
Strike. He threathened to dissuade Dalit workers from join-
ing the strike if his demand for Dalits’ access to all kind of
jobs in the mills was accepted. His contributions towards
the bill to abolish the Mahar Watan and Khoti abolition bill
were among the several prominent labour welfare measures
undertook by him. Abolition of Punjab Land Alienation Act
of 1900 was yet another legal relief to the non-agriculture
classes, including Dalits, to overcome their exclusion from
the land ownership rights.

Ambedkar Times & Desh Doaba Weekly newspa-
pers congratulate all on the May Day Celebrations the
world over and also fondly remember the rich contributions
made by Bodhi Satav Bharat Ratan Babasaheb Dr Bhimrao
Ramji Ambedkar towards the emancipation and
empowerment of workers in India!
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Law Office of
NIRWAN & ASSOCIATES

www.hirwanlaw.com

Business
Incorporation
Articles of Incorp

Dissolution
501 © Non-Profit

Jagdip S. Nirwan, Esq

916-832-3144

IMMIGRATION LAW
* Adjustment of Status
* Citizenship
* Employment
* Appeals-1]/
* Family & Finance Visa
* Board /Federal Ct
* Labor Certification
* Asylum
* Removal & Deportation Defense

TAX LAW
* Offer in Compromise
* Payment Plans
File Back Taxes
Tax Preparation
Audits, Appeals
Tax Court Rep
IRS/EDD/FTB Representation
Personal & Business

Income Tax Filling 1040/1020

1104 Corporate Way Sacramento, CA 95831
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A&S

Auto Repair & Services

SRR S A

Specializing in Brakes & Axles

Mon-Fri
9:00 AM
to 6:00 PM
Saturday
9:00 AM to

Ph: 916-238-4431

Y VY VY Y VY Y S VS Y v Y VY VS VY Y Y Y Vv

Rlo Linda, CA 95673

649 W, Elkhorn Blvd. Suite B2

Free Tire Rotation and Brake
Inspection with purchase of
Oil Service for most cars

Diagnose check Engine light pre-buyers
inspection tune-ups and more

Dealer Recommended Service Shocks/SIruis A/C Serwcs

Amarijit Sandhu
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SUNSHINE AUTO CARE INC.

PHILLIPS AUTO CARE

Auto Services:

* Oil Change Services

* Fectory Scheduled Maintenance

* Transmission Repair / Replacement

* 4WD Repairs Clutch Replacement

* Power Door Lock & Windows Repairs
* Electrical / Battery Service & Repair

* Engine Diagnostic Service

* Air Conditioning Service & Repair

* Cooling System Service & Repair

* Major Engine Repair
* Brake Repairs
* And Much More...

* DPF Filter Cleaning
* Clutch
* Transmission

* Qil changes
*Wheel Balancing

* Computer Check
* Differential

*New / Use Tires * Inspections

* Van/Reefer Work

¢ aw o

*Truck & Trailer Repair

We Provide Towing &

* All Major & Minor Repairs
* We Do Aluminium Welding

ACGEPTED IIEHE

T-Check

EFS Check

hablamos esparol

We Speak English, Spanish & Punjabi

We Provide All Autos,
v TUCKS & Trailers Repair

Contact: Deep Suman: (408) 561-1846, (209) 239-1551 (24/7 Available)
Address: 1003 Moffat Blvd, Manteca CA 95336
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Gold

Each Office
Independently
Owned and Operated

Dil N

Residential «

- 9kEL

2081 Arena Blvd #

Honesty Starts From Here

Business « Commercial
Lease * Investment Property and Land

Serving in Greater Sacramento area since 2004

Cell: 916-628-2210
Fax: 916-745-3424
Office: 916-285-1000

Email : Dil.Realtor@gmail.com

I REALTOR R)

CalBRE # 01418648

100 Sacramento, CA 95834

Parvinder Dhesi

s Al fer 3 fewer Gast AT Tagar €t
Aoz Adftr 8 ®3tT Gudgs HIEhr
ez »3 cfidiees AN Bust § uwie uie
BHI3 &1 &I Uar &9 & Har = 15t fer
UIHHTS, ATlu, Afe3T, IAat, »idlsT, AAfeeg
Jo, HeHI3, Ia9feed mife ITHT AS|

Kqu Sandhu
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Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the First law minister of India

seen with Principal Lala Gian Chand and Staff Members of DAV College, Jalandhar.
He addressed the Students parliaments on the topic "Future of Parliamentary democracy”

on 28th October, 1951 in the College hall.
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HEISH & anft us Irg oA IH st

T JASHT W3 nife-udH H3® mie UArg ©t

Uaret /midedt ff9 Hodg &t g€t 7 fam <&

fegarg AJ fsftmr fenr I

feerorm fimse fine § 1935 R

e U39

g HJ TTH Haesmr & 18 ASES 1935 §

faerar afiFsg w3 A Aaed!, TTAUSTS

foest few s & f¥x fHasy fasm dag

irrg a5Ha nigs WAHEHS 78Ug Higg
& T3

ferm U39 I Punjab Ad-Dharmi
(Depressed Casses ) Federation Jalandhar
City wio »3 89¢ feg efimr I ¥F Jg S+t
&g wiargwt few =flpr I (Principles)
1. No work in every way for the up-
lift for all Ad-Dharmi (Aborging depressed
classes) of punjab generally calles
Achhuts and Shudras especially.

2. To work without religious pre-
judge for the unity of all.

3. To obtain all political rights in co-
operation with the government.

4. To keep government intouch with
the true state of Ad-Dharmi’s.

5. To organizes and execute by

mean of publication of History Literature
etc and to popularize arts and science by
means of school , press and libraries .

=959 U § 1935 9= ure U39
g HJ IH HASSMT & 3 Ao
1935 & J9u9e fesmi HEWH. wirel., /Y. niet.
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feg AT gsfontt feg Iadlst ads 3 A9
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tion Committee) AIHE AES! g7t E=7 &t
AHTET 3T BT wius Ty UH ads BT famrg
Js| fer e U39 9 79 Har IH Haeshr,
HACI 993" fiw 7ad® AS39 € & 80 I
yysg YA, A%O9 Afg9 &9 feg U3a sftmr

Hy 139t § 97 Use

wwevﬂzrsn 04-1942 & Wy
%ﬁmsﬁaaﬂmmhﬁﬂw
afit S & T ARG AaT fE9 & 9 9t

(It »aS AT 3)
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2. GAH & AIIAI & I YII
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ugH nife 3 Tt fa \g 3 9fenr o faor T
fer &<t Bt & nife- Tt e &% we &
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U9 1% <t feo w8is At fa 80 faT oot adt
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24 ASE9, 1932 & aridt »i3 wiEgsas
TIfHms Yo fed 7 AHSST dfenm e R
AHSS @t 7 AI3 As 89 'diegsHe G
&3 wide 1935° feg Tan St arenrt,
8F »iae feu ufgdt =9 feq Fet fwrg st
et frm feg efes Tgar TR ufgwt @9 6ot
39 3 Fae wife-goHt fer3Hms ofi3T famr
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o€ fwﬁ I YIHS ﬂ'FI'ﬁZB AHGTE ©
AST 89 163 3 ¥F Har IH 9 s
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“On national issues Mangoo
Ram was supportive of Ambedkar[ In
that sense the Ad Dharam was the
Punjab regional unit of a network of
support for Dr. Ambedkar and his
strategy for social reform.”
I "JHSIT HATENT 3 HaT ITH niEsaa &
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You have done a very big task which was lying
pending from many years.
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IN HOUSE
FINANCING AVALIABLE

WWW., kbusedautosales com

Kashmiri Bhatia,
Dealer/Broker

408- 848 2365

50% OFF WARRANTY
with Qualifying Car Purchase

= f\‘ K&K AUTO REPAIR Kashmiri Bhatia (Owner)

831-623-4702

and Car Wash 20% OFF LABOUR
63 Muckelemi St on your next qualifying service

! $an Juan Bautista 95045 Car Care You Can Trust

Kashmiri Bhatia & his wife

CORNING feg Urst adad STt & nysT

AAA Truck Wash, Tire, and Lube

* We Carry New and Used Tires All VMiajor Brands

* Smart Way Tires Available
| : * Used Tires Start From & 135
[ e 4 * Old Change $ 189 + Tax
— * We also do truck and car washing and waxing mUCKwASH

BE
Friendly and Professional Staff *d[ e

* We offer truck and car detailing

LRI yec erfes i 7 X NEW & USED

utaameab i bR TG TTRES

ITEISIE 749 (¥ 2fE9) $749

1 Used Tires American Brand $99+ Labor
0 (000 (000 | Wl WASH, LUBE, BRAKES

Recap Truck Tire
Call: Recap Trailar Tires and Kind $ 199+ Labor Call:

530-824-5134 Lucas oiL Lucas nJecTor cLeaner s2800 ©950-642-0697
3525 Highway 99, West Corning, CA 96021

Across the Street from TA Truck Stop
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Indian Restaurant Smoke Shop for Sale in Sacramento Gas Station, Liquor Store, Auto Repair & Lube Shop
Lot Size: 2000, Rent is ONLY

For Sale In Stockton Deli, & Laundromat!
. Monthly Gross Sales: $50K b .
All Equipment & Fixtures Included Ll ¥ In Contra Costa County, CA Listing i:iigot{)m;149,ooo

Listing Price: $149,900 Listing Price: $89,000 Listing Price: $1,200,000 Sacramento, CA

A {‘!W |
= Absentee
Owner

Liquor Store for Sale in Santa Clara Indian Restaurant Coffee Shop for Sale

Monthly Gross Sale: $90K for Sale in Sacramento for Sale in Sacramento Monthly Gross Sales: $25,000
Listing Price: $649,000 plus Inventory Listing Price: $224,900 Listing Price: $149,000 Listing Price: $150,000

BE RKHlilR}' HATHA\-\*\.Y
i] !{ 1-.5(3"

—
1

., Elite Real Estate

TEleven 3 Bedroom 1 Bath Home on \ il O | ioie Services
7 Eleven Store For Sale in Antioch, CA 10 Acre Lot
Listing Price: $550,000 Listing Price: $1,500,000 B E RKS H I RE HATHAWAY
Have you been thinking of buying Rental Properties?

Call me and I can help you buy Rental properties in Sactamento Area with positive Cash in your pocket every month, Tenants

BUYI NG YOUR FIRST are paying off your rental property for you and putting extra money in your pocket! What else do you want! Everyday investors
INVESTMENT PROPERTY , : N , e
=Tl are buying a home to rent in Sacramento because there s high demand for rentals in Sacramento. If you want to invest in

rental properties! Call meat 916-271-5404 or email me at bangarealtor@qmail.com

OFFICE: 7412 ELSIE AVE., SACRAMENTO, CA 95828
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May Day Celebrations & Babasaheb Dr Ambedkar's
Contributions for Labourers in India

Prem K. Chumber
Ambedkar Times & Desh Doaba Weekly Newspapers

Bharat Ratan Bodhi Satav Babasaheb Dr Bhimrao Ramiji’s
contribution towards the emancipation and empowerment
of the working class in India both during the freedom strug-
gle as well as after India’s independence is worth remem-
bering on the historic May Day: celebrated worldwide as
International Workers’ Day, also known as Workers’ Day
and Labour Day. It was chosen to be International Workers’
Day at the International’s second congress in 1891 to com-
memorate the 1886 Haymarket affairin Chicago wherein
on 1 May workers of various industrial units observed gen-
eral strike for the eight-hour workday. On 4 May when the
Chicago police tried to disperse a public assembly in sup-
port of the general strike an unidentified person threw a
bomb, which led to police firing resulting in the death of
seven police officers, at least four civilians and wounding
of sixty police officers and unknown number of civilians.
This was led to the arrest of hundreds of labour leaders and
their sympathiers. Later on, four of the arrested ones were
executed by hanging.

It was coincidence that Babasaheb Dr Ambedkar
was born in 1891 and came to acquire higher education in
the United States of America in 1913. What he learnt dur-
ing his three years (1913-16) stint at Columbia University
in New York City in the class room sessions of his great
professors - John Dewey, James Shotwell, Edwin Seligman
and James Harvey Robinson - made him struggle for the
emancipation and empowerment of the labourers on his re-
turn in his own country during the British as well as after
India’s independence. During his tenure as a Labour Minis-
ter and as the Labour Member of the Viceroy’'s Executive
Council between 1942 and 1946, he worked hard for the
reduction of working hours from 12 to 8 Hrs a day. His con-
tributions towards granting the rights of the labourers are
manifold: establishment of Employment Exchange, Employ-
ees State Insurance (ESI), Indian Statistical Law, Compul-
sory Recognition for Trade of Union, Indian Factory act,
Dearness Allowance (DA), Paid Holidays, Health Insurance,
Extra pay for Overtime, Legal Strike Act, Provident Fund
(PF), Labour Welfare Fund, Technical Training Scheme,
Mines Maternity Benefit Act, Women Labour Welfare Fund,
Women and Child-Labour Protection Act, Maternity Benefit
for Women Labour, Equal Pay for Equal Work irrespective
of the Sex, Restoration of Ban on Employment of Women
on Underground Work in Coal Mines.

As far as the public domain of working class ac-
tivism is concerned, Dr Ambedkar was always acted as
front soldier for the rights of workers. His contribution in
highlighting the plight of Dalit workers access in the highest
paid textile mill weaving departments is well known. Dalits
were not allowed to work in these textile mills for the fear
of pollution caused by their saliva to wet the thread during
the weaving process to tie the knot, each time the weft
bobbin required a replacement. Dr Ambedkar brought this
issue in the public during the famous 1928 Bombay Textile
Strike. He threathened to dissuade Dalit workers from join-
ing the strike if his demand for Dalits’ access to all kind of
jobs in the mills was accepted. His contributions towards
the bill to abolish the Mahar Watan and Khoti abolition bill
were among the several prominent labour welfare measures
undertook by him. Abolition of Punjab Land Alienation Act
of 1900 was yet another legal relief to the non-agriculture
classes, including Dalits, to overcome their exclusion from
the land ownership rights.

Ambedkar Times & Desh Doaba Weekly newspa-
pers congratulate all on the May Day Celebrations the
world over and also fondly remember the rich contributions
made by Bodhi Satav Bharat Ratan Babasaheb Dr Bhimrao
Ramji Ambedkar towards the emancipation and empower-
ment of workers in India!

Future of Parliamentary Democracy

This speech was delivered by Babasaheb Dr. Ambedkar at D.A.V. College, Jalandhar on October 28th, 1951

I am indeed thankful to you for
the great honour done to me of
asking me to address the special
session of your parliament. Dur-
ing my whole life | have been,
so to say, a wanderer from sub-
ject to subject, from profession
to profession. | began my career
as a Professor of Political Eco-
nomics in the Government Com-
merce College, Bombay after my
return from England. But | soon
felt that the Government Serv-
ice was no good for a man who
was bound by rules of discipline.
He is hampered at every stage
in his work of public service. |
then went back to England and
qualified for the Bar. After my
return | rested for a short period
and then accepted the post of
the Principal of the Law College
at Bombay. | came back to the
profession of teaching. | worked
as the Principal of the Law Col-

from the Cabinet. | am very glad
to talk to students. A great deal
of the future of this country must
necessarily depend on the stu-

able to give only a brief analysis
of the subject.

During the discussion in
the Constituent Assembly there
was a variety of opinion as re-
gards the nature of the Consti-
tution that we should have.
Some preferred the British sys-
tem; some the American sys-
tem. There were others who did
not want either of these two
types of government. But after
a long discussion, a large ma-
jority if members came to a
conclusion that the system of
the Parliamentary Government
as it is in Britain is best suited
to our country.

There are some sections
of people who do not like Par-
liamentary Government. Com-
munists want the Russian type
of government. The socialists
are also against the present
Constitution of India. They are

lege for five years. Then the
1935 Government of India Act
came into being which brought
the popular legislatures into
being for the first time. | then
thought of taking a jump into pol-
itics and | left the service and
took to politics. Since then | have
alternatively been doing legal
practice and serving the public.
Legal practice and public service
are thus the alternating currents
in my life, and | do not know on
which current my life will end,
whether A.C. or D.C.

I am very fond of the
teaching profession. | am also
very fond of students. | have
dealt with them. | have lectured
them in my life. This is the first
opportunity | have got to address
students since my resignation

dents of this country. Students
are an intelligent part of the com-
munity and they can shape pub-
lic opinion. |, therefore, take
special pleasure in addressing
you the members of the Parlia-
ment and | am really thankful for
the opportunity given me.

When your principal
wrote to me requesting me to ad-
dress you, he did not indicate
any particular topic on which |
shall speak to you this morning.
But suddenly, as usually happens
in my case, in the flash of a mo-
ment the subject became clear to
me and | have decided to speak
a few words to you on the sub-
ject of parliamentary govern-
ment. The time at my disposal is
very short and | will therefore be

agitating against it. They have
declared that if they come to
power, they will modify it. Per-
sonally speaking, | am very at-
tached to the Parliamentary
system of Government. We must
understand what it means and
we must preserve it in constitu-
tion. What is meant by Parlia-
mentary Government? There is a
book on the English Constitution
written by Walter Baggot; it is in-
deed a classic treatise. It was
later expanded by other authori-
ties on constitutional government
like Laski and others. He has put
the conception of the Parliamen-
tary Government in one sen-
tence. He says Parliamentary
Government means government
by discussion and not by
(Contd. on page 2)

3
:
3
|
i
3

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the First law minister of India
seen with Principal Lala Gian Chand and Staff Members of DAV College, Jalandhar.
He addressed the Students parliaments on the topic "Future of Parliamentary democracy”
on 28th October, 1951 in the College hall.
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Future of Parliamentary Democracy

fisticuffs. You will always find
in the British system of Government
that they hardly ever resort to
fisticuffs when taking any decision.
The decision is always taken after
discussion. Nobody introduces the el-
ement of disturbance in the British
parliament. Look at French Politics.
Decisions are arrived at more than
often by knocking knockout blows.
You will find that this system is hardly
adequate to those not born in that
system. It is an alien institution to
them. We must learn, understand and
make it a success.

Parliamentary democracy is
unknown to us are present. But India,
at one time, had Parliamentary insti-
tutions. India was far more advanced
in ancient times. If you go throughout
the Suktas of Mahaparinirvan, you
will find ample evidence in support of
my point. In these Suktas it is stated
that while Bhagwan Buddha was
dying at Kusinara (Kusinagara) a mes-
sage to the effect was sent to the
Mallas who were sitting in session at
that time. They were decided that
they should not close the session but
would carry on with their work and
would go to Kusinara after finishing
the business of the Parliament. There
are innumerable references in our lit-
erature to prove that the Parliamen-
tary system of Government was not
unknown to us. There are many rules
about Parliamentary procedure. May’s
parliamentary practice is generally fol-
lowed. One rule that is invariably fol-
lowed everywhere is that there can
be no discussion without a motion.
That is why there is no discussion on
a question. The rule was also prac-
ticed in our land in ancient times. The
system of secret ballot now in vogue
is also not new to us; it was followed
in Buddhist Sanghas. They had the
ballot papers which they called Sala-
patrakaGrahakas. Unfortunately, we
have lost this entire past heritage that
was good. Historians of India must
tackle this question as to why these
parliamentary institutions disap-
peared from our land. But | find that
they cannot or do not want to find
out the reasons for it. Ancient India
was the master of the world. There
was such intellectual freedom in an-
cient India as was nowhere else to be
found. Then why was it that this an-
cient civilization went to the dogs?
Why was India subject to autocratic
monarchies? We were familiar with
parliamentary institutions, we knew
about votes, voting, committees and
other things related to parliamentary
institutions. Today the Parliamentary
system of government is alien to us.
If we go to a village, we will find that
the villagers do not know what it is
to vote, or what a party is. They find
it something strange something alien.
It is, therefore, a great problem as
how to preserve this institution. We
will have to educate the public; we
will have to tell them the benefits of
Parliamentary Democracy and of the
Parliamentary system of Government.
We know what Baggot means by Par-
liamentary government. But today his
definition is of no use, it is utterly in-

adequate. There are three main things
inherent in the Parliamentary system
of Government. Parliamentary Gov-
ernment means negation of heredi-
tary rule. No person can claim to be a
hereditary ruler. Whoever wants to
rule must be elected by the people
from time to time. He must obtain the
approval of the people. Hereditary rule
has no sanction in the Parliamentary
system of government.

Secondly, any law, any meas-
ure applicable to the public life of the
people must be based on the advice
of the people chosen by the people.
No single individual can presume the
authority that he knows everything,
that he can make the laws and carry
the government. The laws are to be
made by representatives of the peo-
ple in the Parliament. They are the
people who can advise the men in
whose name the law can be pro-
claimed. That is the difference be-
tween the monarchical system
Government and the democratic sys-
tem Government. In monarchy, the
affairs of the people are carried on in
the name of the monarch and under
the authority of the monarch. In
democracy the affairs of the public
are carried on in the name of the head
of state but the laws and the execu-
tive measures are the authority on
which the government is carried on.
The head of state is the titular head;
he is merely a symbol. He is conse-
crated ‘Murti’. He can be worshipped
but he is not allowed to carry out the
government of the country. The gov-
ernment of the country is carried out,
though in his name, by the elected
representatives of the people.
Thirdly and lastly, the Parliamentary
system of government means that at
a stated period those who want to
advise the head of state must have
the confidence of the people in them
renewed. In Britain, formerly, the Par-
liament were carried out every seven
years. The Chartists agitated against
this; they wanted annual elections.
The motive behind this agitation was
very praiseworthy indeed. It would
have been best in the interests of the
people if annual elections were held,
had it been possible, of course. But
Parliamentary elections are very
costly affairs. So some sort of com-
promise was arrived at and a five year
period was supposed to be the re-
sponsible period at which the legisla-
tors and the ministers were to go
back to the people and obtain the
fresh renewal of their confidence.
This is also not enough. The Parlia-
mentary system of Government is
much more than government by dis-
cussion. There are two pillars on
which the Parliamentary system of
Government rests. These are the ful-
crums on which the mechanism
works. Those two pillars are an oppo-
sition and free and fair elections. For
the last 20 or 30 years we acclima-
tized to one single political party. We
have nearly forgotten the necessity
and importance of opposition for the
fair working of Parliamentary Democ-
racy. We are continuously told that
opposition is an evil. Here again we

are forgetting what the past history
has to tell us. You know that there
were Nibandhnars to interpret the
Vedas and Smrities. They used to
begin their comments on Slokas and
Sutras by stating firstly the ParvaPak-
shs, the one side of the question.
They used to follow up by given the
Uttar Paksha, the other side. By this
they wanted to show us that the
question raised was notan easy ques-
tion, it is a question where there is
dispute, discussion and doubt. Then
they used to give what they termed
as Adhikiran where they used to crit-
icize both the Pakshas. Finally, they
gave the Siddhant, their own deci-
sions. From here we can find that all
our ancient teachers believed in the
two party system of Government.

One important thing in the
Parliamentary Democracy is that peo-
ple should know the other side, if
there are two sides to a question.
Hence a functional opposition is re-
quired. Opposition is the key to a free
political life. No democracy can do
without it. Britain and Canada, the
two exponents of the Parliamentary
system of Government, recognize this
important fact and in both countries
the Leader of the Opposition is paid a
salary by the Government. They re-
gard the opposition as an essential
thing. People of these countries be-
lieve that the opposition should be as
much alive as the Government. The
Government may suppress the facts;
the government may have only one-
sided propaganda. The people have
made provision against these eventu-
alities in both these countries.

A free and fair election is the
other pillar on which Parliamentary
Democracy rests. Free and fair elec-
tions are necessary for the transfer of
power from one section for the com-
munity to the other in a peaceful
manner and without any bloodshed.
In older times, if a king died, there
was at least one murder in the palace.
Revolution used to take place in the
palace resulting in murders before the
new king used to take the reign of his
country into his authority. This has
been the history of India. Elections
must be completely free and fair. Peo-
ple must be left to themselves to
choose those whom they want to
send to the Legislatures.

Now the question arises as to
whether there is any desire on the
part of the party in power to permit
any opposition to be created. Con-
gress does not want any opposition.
Congress is attempting to gather peo-
ple of sundry views under one
canopy.

| ask you whether this is a de-
sirable trend in the Political life of this
country. What about free and fair
elections? We must not lose sight of
the fact that Big Business is trying to
play a great part in the political life of
this country. The amount that is
being contributed to Congress on be-
half of Big Business is a very danger-
ous thing. If moneyed people try to
influence the elections by contribut-
ing to the election fund of any politi-
cal party, what will be the result? If

the party which they have supported
financially comes into power, they
will try to extract concessions for
themselves either by modifying the
present legislation or by influencing
the party in power to legislate in such
a manner as would be beneficial to
their interests. | ask you, gentlemen,
whether under these circumstances
there is any hope left for the Parlia-
mentary system of Government to do
any good to the country. | would like
to refer to the Mahabharat. During
the battle between the Pandvas and
the Kaurvas, Bhishma and Drona
were on the side of the Kaurvas. The
Pandvas were in the right and the
Kaurvas were in the wrong. Bhishma
admitted this.

When somebody asked
Bhishma as to why he was support-
ing the Kaurvas if he found the Pand-
vas to be in the right. Bhishma replied
in the memorable sentence. | must be
loyal to the salt if | eat the food of the
Kaurvas. | must take their side even if
they might be in the wrong.

Today the same thing is hap-
pening. Congress is accepting the fi-
nancial help of the Banias, Marwaries
and other multimillionaires. Congress
is eating their food and it follows
therefore naturally that Congress will
have to take the side of these Big
Businesses at all crucial times. We
also find that the government ser-
vants are influencing the elections in
favour of the party which is feeding
them and their dependents. No less a
personality than Dr. Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee, at the inaugural session
for the Bhartiya Jan Sangh at Delhi
recently, openly charged government
servants of helping the Congress and
thereby nullifying the elections from
being free and fair. Under these cir-
cumstances, do vyou, gentlemen,
think that there is any hope for Par-
liamentary Democracy to succeed?
If Parliamentary Democracy fails in
this country, and is bound to fail for
the reasons mentioned by me, the
only result will be rebellion, anarchy
and Communism.

If the people in power do not
realize that people will not tolerate
hereditary authority, then this country
is doomed. Either Communism will
come, Russia having sovereignty over
our country, destroying individual lib-
erty and our independence, or the
section of the people who are dis-
gruntled at the failure of the party in
power will start a rebellion and anar-
chy will prevail.

Gentlemen, | want you to
take note of these eventual certain-
ties and if you wish that the Parlia-
mentary system of Government and
Parliamentary Democracy prevail in
this country If you are satisfied that
we cherish the inherent right of indi-
vidual liberty, then it is your duty as
students, as the intelligent commu-
nity of our country, to strive your ut-
most to cherish this Parliamentary
system of Government in its true
spirit and work for it. Gentlemen, |
have done. | thank you for having
given me this opportunity to address
this august gathering.
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LABOUR DAY-MAY 1, 2020

IN HONOR OF THE WORKING CLASSES

International Workers' Day also known as LABOUR
DAY is celebrated all over the world often referred
to as "MAY DAY" each year in recognition of the
hard work they do for the development of their
country. They deserve our due respects and hom-
age for their struggle and
hard work.

HISTORICAL PER-
SPECTIVE:-The Day (1st
May) was chosen by So-
cialist Democratic Organi-
zations and Trade Unions
of all nations. In some
countries it is even cele-
brated as a spring festival.
In USA and CANADA the
Labour Day is commemo-
rated on First Monday of
September every year. It
is very closely associated
with “HAY MARKET AF-
FAIR" in Chicago which
ended up in Bloody con-
frontation between the
striking workers and the Chicago police on May
3rd, 1886.

With the advent of Industrial Revolution in
many European countries there was a complete
transformation in the means of production through
mechanized way of Agricultural farming and Textile
Industries. For want of skilled working force the big
Industrialists resorted to exploitation of workers
with long working hours and forcible employment
of child laborers at very low wages and under very

inhuman conditions which ultimately led to the
birth of many labour Movements and Trade Unions
for improving the working conditions of the ex-
ploited work- force.

LABOUR DAY IN INDIA:-In India the Labour

MAY DAY

International Day of the Worker
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Together We Stand!

Day is celebrated on May 1st every year as a na-
tional Holiday. Historically there have been many
labour movements in India for safeguarding the in-
terests of the working force in various fields.
BHARAT RATNA Dr. B.R AMBEDKAR'S
CONTRIBUTIONS:- Babasaheb, Dr B.R. Ambedkar,
as Labour Member of British Viceroy's Executive
Council from 1941 to 1945 made invaluable con-
tributions in various fields relating to the working
conditions of the labour force in India. Babasaheb,

who had waged a
life long struggle
himself for sake of
liberty, equality and
fraternity of all, had
a very intimate
grasp of the work-
ing conditions of
the labour force
which mostly be-
longed to the low-

est rung of the[ &

caste ridden society [ & 1

of India. It was Dr.

Ambedkar  who Humble Sewadar,
made it mandato- | O.P. Balley (General Secretary)
ryto  reduce the Supreme Council
working hours from | - 6 Gyry Ravidass Sabhas USA
12 hours to 8 hours 1-925-252-6085

for millions of e N
labourers. Employ-

ment of workers through Employment Exchanges
was also the initiative emerging out of his versatile
knowledge and wisdom. In addition he made many
other improvements as the chief Architect of
India's constitution for the emancipation of the
workers from exploitation.

COVID-19:- Coronavirus which, as we all
understand knows no boundaries and barriers and
must be faced in a spirit of unity, cooperation and
solidarity and specific adherence to the guidelines
laid down by the medical experts, which is the only
vaccine we have at the moment. With prayers for
the sick and peace for the departed souls

Neo Buddhists are far ahead of Hindu Dalits

Dr. B.R.Ambedkar, on 31st May,

and Uttar Pardesh (3.02 lacs). The

compared with Hindu

Dalit from the bondage .

1936, in his address to a public
meeting at Dadar (Bombay) on the
subject of "why go for conversion?”
said, "l should like to impress this
thing on your minds very clearly that
religion is for man and not man for
religion. If you want to organize your-
self, change your religion. If you
want to gain self respect change
your religion. If you want to create a
society which ensures cooperation,
and brotherhood change your reli-
gion. If you want to achieve power,
change your religion. If you want
equality, change your religion. If you
want independence, change your re-
ligion. If you want to make this world
happy in which you live, change your
religion." On 14th October, 1956
after converting to Buddhism at Nag-
pur Dr. Ambedkar remarked," Today
| have got a new birth." Now let us
see as to what extent the objectives
and gains of Buddhist conversion as
outlined by Dr. Ambedkar have been
achieved or have accrued to the new
converts known as Neo Buddhists.
First of all it will be proper to see the
strength of the Buddhists gained so
far. As per the figures of 2001 cen-
sus report the total population of
Buddhists in India stands at 79.55
lacs which is 0.8 percent of the total
population of India. It includes a
small number of traditional Bud-
dhists. Maharashtra state has the
largest Buddhist population of 58.38
lacs followed by Karnatka (3.93 lacs)

rate of growth of Buddhist popula-
tion during 1991-2001 has been
24 .56 percent which can be said to
be quite encouraging. These statis-
tics also show that Buddhist popula-
tion has surpassed the Jain
population.

Now when we look into the
qualitative changes in the lives of
Neo Buddhists vis-a-vis the Hindu
Dalits we find that they are far ahead
on many scores. As per 2001 census
repot comparison of Neo Buddhists
and Hindu Dalits on the following
scores indicates a significant im-
provement in the lives of Neo Bud-
dhist:-

1. Sex Ratio: The sex ratio of female
and male among Neo Buddhists is
953 per thousand as compared with
936 of Hindu Dalits. It indicates that
the position of women in Neo Bud-
dhist families is far better than that
of Hindu Dalits. It is quite in accor-
dance with the high status of

women in Buddhist society. This
ratio is higher than Hindus (931),
Muslims (936), Sikhs (893) and
Jains (940).

2. Sex Ratio of Children (O-6 years):
According to 2001 census report the
sex ratio of girls and boys among
Neo Buddhists is 942 as compared
with 938 of Hindu Dalits. This sex
ratio is much higher than Hindus
(925), Sikhs (786), and Jains (870).
It shows that girls enjoy better care
and protection among Neo Buddhists

famllles.

3. Literacy Rate: Literacy rate of Neo
Buddhists is 72.7 percent which is
much higher than that of Hindu Dal-
its (54.70 percent). This rate is also
much higher than that of Hindus
(65.1), Muslims (59.1) and Sikhs
(69.4).1t shows that Neo Buddhists
are more literate than Hindu Dalits.
4. Literacy RateFemale : The literacy
rate of Neo Buddhist women is 61.7
percent as compared with 41.9 per-
cent of Hindu Dalit women. This rate
is also higher than that of Hindus
(563.2) and Muslims (50.1). It is in
accordance with the status of
women in Buddhist society. It shows
that females among Neo Buddhists
are getting more educated than
Hindu Dalit females.

5. Work Participation Rate: This rate
for Neo Buddhists is 40.6 percent
which is higher than 40.4 percent
for Hindu Dalits. This rate is also
higher than that of Hindus (40.4),
Muslims (31.3) Christians (39.3),
Sikhs (31.7), and Jains (32.7).It in-
dicates that Neo Buddhists are more
employed than Hindu Dalits.

The above comparative study
of the status and conditions of Neo
Buddhists indicates that they are far
ahead of Hindu Dalits on various pa-
rameters e.g. sex ratio, girl and boy
(O-6 years) sex ratio, literacy, women
literacy and work participation rate.
It is definitely the result of change of
religion which has liberated them

of caste and infe-
riority complex.
Apart
from the above
various studies
have also shown
that Dalits who
have followed Dr.

A
SR Darapuri

Ambedkar and Reader and Deputy Director
got converted to | CeteorSudyof Sl Exusin end ke ey,
Buddhism have Baba Sahih Bhim Rao Ambedkar University, Lucknow (UR)

progressed in all the fields of life as
compared with Hindu Dalits. Neo
Buddhists have changed their occu-
pations by leaving low paid and dirty
professions. Better education has
opened for them new opportunities
for advancement. They give more
importance to the education of their
children resulting in higher rate of lit-
eracy. They are more self respecting
and assertive in their rights. They
have become self makers, self de-
pendent and competitive. They have
grown intellectually. Their women
and children enjoy better status in
family and society. They have be-
come enlightened and are saved
from religious exploitation and big-
otry. Thus Buddhism has definitely
liberated them spiritually and materi-
ally. This study shows that Buddhism
is really a liberating philosophy for
Dalits. The Neo Buddhists have made
more progress than Hindu Dalits.
They should become good Buddhists
and should become role models for
Hindu Dalits.
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Following up the Road Map - International Day of Equality

Letter to Forum of Schedule Caste MPs and MLAs

Keeping with my resolve on April 14
to revisit and pursue the proposal on
April 14, birth anniversary of Babasa-
heb Ambedkar, as International Day, |
right earnestly started my humble bit
towards the goal with my letter to In-
dian Minister of External Affairs, Dr.
S. Jaishankar on April 15 which may
be seen at link: http://diplomatictit-
bits.blogspot.com/2020/04/the-road-
map-to-realize-proposal-on.html

My next step in this regard is
my letter dated April 22, 2020 to
Sardar Charanjit Singh, Chairman of

Nk

It is our laud thinking on the subject
to officially celebrate the Day on April
12, 2021. | have again written to
EAM Dr. S. Jaishankar on April 15,
2020 on the subject and has re-
minded him to kindly look into the
matter (copy of my letter is enclosed
for ready reference).

Obviously, Sir, my humble
submissions do not carry much
weight. We are to provide the much
needed political and social push to
the proposal and make our point
reach home with the GOI. The pur-
pose of my approach to you
is say that kindly pick up the
threads and revive and revisit
our proposal on the Interna-
tional Day of Equality not
only to honour the greatest
son of India in the contempo-
rary times but also the en-
hance India’s stature in the
comity of nations through
soft diplomacy. It goes with-
out saying that Forum of
Scheduled Caste MPs and
MLAs could be a force to
reckon with if it realizes its la-
tent strength.

I am confident, Sir,
that your support to proposal
remains and you would do
your every best to pursue the
matter with EAM Dr. S. Jais-
hankar and PM Narendra
Modi. | may add that some
members of the Forum may

Forum of Schedule Caste MPs and
MLAs which is appended below:
April 22, 2020
Respected Sardar Atwal Sahib,

| believe that you are still
holding the fort of the Forum of
Scheduled Caste MPs and MIAs. You
are aware of the proposal on April 14,
birth  anniversary of Babasaheb
Ambedkar, as the International Day of
Equality. It was good to interact and
work with you to carry forward the
proposal. | must register my appreci-
ation for the whole hearted support
you and your worthy son Inder Igbal
Singh has been extending in pursuing
the matter with the high offices like
the President of India, PM of India
and also at the high-tables of the UN.
These efforts are well documented in
files of the PMO and MEA and are
resting in their cup-boards in spite of
the fact that much water has flown
in the Ganges in India and the Hud-
son in New York since June, 2015.

With the City of Burnaby of
Canada accepting the proposal and
proclaiming April 14 as “Dr.B.R.
Ambedkar Equality Day” on April 06,
2020 (Proclamation enclosed for
ready reference), we have entered the
second phase of our endeavor to con-
vince the GOI to kindly endorse the
proposal and make a demarche to the
UN to declare April 14 as Interna-
tional Day of Equality. The EAM/PM,
who would, as usual, be heading the
Indian delegation to the UNGA ses-
sion in September, 2020 should make
it public in his speech at the UNGA.

be persuaded to take up the

Copy to:
Minister Thaawar Chand Gehlot, MoS
Rattan Lal Kataria, MoS Ramdass
Athawale, MoS Som Parkash, Minis-
ter Ram Vilas Paswan

The Forum, | must write as a
word of appreciation, has been very
considerate and help full in reaching
out to PM Narendra Modi with the
proposal in the past. | also copied the
letter of April 22, 2020 to some of
the Ministers like Thaawar Chand
Gehlot, Ram Vilas Paswan, Rattan Lal
Kataria, Ramdass Athawale, Som
Parkash among others. | will also be
directly writing to some of MPs and
MLAs, in due course, to solicit their
support both in the parliament and
various state assemblies. It is a long
journey. | am reminded of Robert
Frost’s poetic expression which
Jawaharlal Nehru quoted in his Last
Testament:

Woods are lovely; dark and deep,
Miles to go; before | sleep.

Meanwhile, it is gratifying to
note that there is considerable enthu-
siasm among the stake holders, fol-
lowers of Babasaheb and the public
with regard to the proposal. | shared
some of the reactions in my earlier
blog and add some more by way of
thanks giving:

Editor Prem Chumber of the
Ambedkar Times Forum of
California (USA) wrote:

Dear Ambassador Ramesh Chander,

It has been a pleasure, since
long, to interact and work with you
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with regard to
matters of inter-
est and concern
to the commu-
nity and the so-
ciety at large. |
thought of writ-
ing to you to re-
iterate our
dedication and
commitment to
support you
fully with regard
to the big proj-
ect of declaring
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Raésh Chander

Ambassador - LF.S. (Retired)

91-99885-10940
publication is fully dedicated to the
greatest son of India, Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar.

| take this opportunity to wish
you all the best in your wonderful
work. | assure you, Sir, of the full
support of the “Ambedkar Times”
and the “Desh Doaba” weekly news-
papers Sacramento (California) as
your Media Partners in this regard.

Retired IPS Kashmir Singh of the
Achievers’ Foundation sent a
message on WhatsApp:

“l on behalf of Achievers
Foundation will support the project
initiated by you. | will be obliged if
draft content can be shared. | will
dwell on the theme that will be pro-
vided by you

| must place on record your
initiative for getting 14th April de-
clared as International Equality day in
Canada.”

Others who wrote to support
the proposal, inter alia include,
Harmesh Jassal of Ambedkar Weaker
Sections Welfare Society, Madan Lal
of Guru Ravidass Sabha of Mohali,
Retired Senior Executive of Air India
S.N. Biswas of Kolkata, Jeevan Malla
of Bahujan Dravid Party of Chennai.
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matter in the Parliament and the re-
spective state Assemblies appropri-
ately. | will remain available, as
always, at your disposal, if you re-
quire any further information/consul-
tation on the subject.
With regards,
Yours truly,
(Ramesh Chander)
S. Charanijit Singh Atwal, Chairman,
Forum of Schedule Caste MPs and MLAs
Chandigarh/Ludhiana

April 14, birthday
of Bharat Rattan
Babasaheb Dr
Ambedkar, as “In-
ternational Day of
Equality”. Obvi-
ously, we, at the
Ambedkar Times
Forum are to
stand with you
and other stake
holders as our it-
selfthe Group of

The Parnirvan Diwas (death anniversary) of Babu Mangu
Ram Muggowalia, a nationalist Gadharite Baba and an
icon of dalit empowerment, falls on April 22. It is time to
remember the great leader for his services in the
struggle for our independence and his contribution in
awakening the dalits and other weaker sections of the
society to find their due space in the polity, economy
and society of India under the flag of Ad-dharam Mandal
established by him.

| take this opportunity to pay my humble tributes to Babu
Mangu Ram Muggowalia and congratulate the Ambedkar
Times Group for successfully carrying the banner of the
mission of Babu Mangu Ram Mugowalia.

Jalandhar, April 21, 2020

Ramesh Chander

Ambassador - LES. (Retired)

Message

(Ramesh Chander)
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Thanks for the Support - International Day of Equallty

As | said in my earlier blogs on the
subject, we have entered the next
phase of our struggle to get April 14,
birth anniversary of Dr. B.R. Ambed-
kar, declared as the International Day
of Equality. The road map, to pursue
the proposal was shared on April 14,
2020 which may be accessed in the
Link:
http://diplomatictitbits.blogspot.com/
2020/04/april-14-birth-anniversary-
of-babasaheb.html

The job was undertaken right
earnestly with the Minister of Exter-
nal Affairs of India, Dr. S. Jaishankar
as per the details available in the Link:
http://diplomatictitbits.blogspot.com/
2020/04/the-road-map-to-realize-pro-
posal-on.html

It is a matter of satisfaction
that our re-visiting of the issue has
been welcomed enthusiastically by
not only the followers of Babasaheb
Ambedkar all over the world but also
by the public at large. | take this op-
portunity to thank all the stakehold-

posal on International Day of Equality.
Ms. Santosh Dass of FABO
of UK wrote in an e-mail:
“Dear Mr Chander ji
Thank you for including me in

your recent exchanges with India's
MEA and Jai ji on a very important
initiative. You can count on our sup-
port!
| loved your very powerful words:
"Everybody is falling on each other to
own Ambedkar and his legacy in pur-
suance of their vested agenda but
has no mind and time to do some-
thing worthwhile to honour the leg-
end of contemporary Times"

Jai Birdi of Chetna Association

of Canada wrote in an email to

Santosh Dass
“Thank you Santosh ji. You

have always been a great champion
and supporter of key initiatives. With
your support and the Chairmanship of
Ambassador Chander ji, | am quite
optimistic that we will achieve this
goal TOGETHER!

Editor Prem Chumber of the
Ambedkar Times Forum of CA (USA)
Respected Ambassador Sahib
Mr. Ramesh Chander

It has been a pleasure, since
long, to interact and work with you
with regard to matters of interest and
concern to the community and the
society at large. | thought of writing
to you to reiterate our dedication and
commitment to support you fully with
regard to the big project of declaring
April 14, birthday of Bharat Rattan
Babasaheb Dr Ambedkar, as “Interna-
tional Day of Equality”. Obviously,
we, at the Ambedkar Times Forum are
to stand with you and other stake
holders as our itselfthe Group of pub-
lication is fully dedicated to the great-
est son of India, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.

| take this opportunity to wish
you all the best in your wonderful
work. | assure you, Sir, of the full
support of the “Ambedkar Times”
and the “Desh Doaba” weekly news-
papers Sacramento (California) as

Ramesh Chander
Ambassador - LF.S. (Retired)
91-99885-10940

agenda. It is the beauty of Ambedkar.

Though, it seems at this stage that
the Government of India is not fully
alive to the situation, has not re-
sponded to our proposal on Interna-
tional Day of Equality yet my gut
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EAM Sahma Swarsy, con

ng herewith the beter of June

Subsegquent %o this, 0 Bx run wp 1o the ccdebrations of the 125*
of the grewt leader, Batusahek B R Ambodhar, Foram of Schoduled Caste
MPs and MLAS ender the leadership of the Speaker of the Punjab
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. . |
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and Charltable T‘:::::TT mformally with a high-power Jrie;.':m of other make holders in the

Trust of Bootan coichrations at the UN & was much appreciated not only by the followers of

Mandi in Ja- S5 inderit Singh, MBA [r Ambedhar both in lnda and abroad but alse by the sociery at larpe On
o9 01 J0AT 30 retum, Sardar Atwal submitted a report o0 PM Narendra Mods m May. 2016

Iandhar among & a informing him of the proposed “Insernational Dy of Equaliny™ which was
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The propasal is resting with the MEA/GOL. Much water has flown, ever since.
in the Ganges. You have graduated from Foreign Sccretary to EAM. PM Narendra
ively for the second term
Chander has been remmding the FAMMEA on the subject ofT and on by letters and
e-mails over the years while also involving the siake holders in India and abroad and

Modi has come 1o power success

soliciting their support 1o the proposal. We are happy to inform you (the official
diplomatic channels'CGl ToroatoHCT Ottawa might have informed you already) the
proposal on International Day of Equality has seen the light of the day partially. if not
substantially. The City of Bumaby of British Columbia in Canada has taken the lead
2020 that the City of Bumaby will celebrate and observe
April 14 as “Dr. B R. Ambedkar Day of Equality™. [ am enclosing the Proclamation
of the City of Bumaby for your information and perusal. You would appeeciate, Sir, it
Is not only an honour 10 the greatest son of India, Babasaheb Ambedkar, in the
contemporary times, but a matver of pride for india and the international community at
large to establish an equitable world order as one of the “Millenmium Goals™ of the

by proclaiming on April 6,

UN.

With this background, we thought of taking up the matter with you, Sir, and
request you 10 kindly spare sometime and consider the proposal and make a demarche
to the UN 1o get April 14 declared as International Day of Equality. Obviously, we
would only be happy to see India wsking a lead in the matter and not leaving it to

others.

We are confident, Sir, that our submissons would find due consideration with

you and the GOL.

With profound regards

Dr. S. Jaishankar,
Minister of External Affairs,
South Block, NEW DELHI

Copy to: Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India, PMO, South Bloek. New

Delhi

feelings tell me
that they can-
not afford to
ignore Ambed-
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port to these
efforts extended by my friends and
associates namely, to mention a few,
Ambassador Bal Anand, Ambassador
Azad Singh Toor, Ambassador Zile
Singh, Ambassador Ashok Kumar,
Retired IAS, Tilak Raj Sarangal, Re-
tired IRS, Sat Paul Ahir, Retired IRS,
Joginder Baghe, Jai Pal Singh of
Chandigarh, Retired Director Informa-
tion, Chaman Lal of Chandigarh, ITS
Sushil Sheemar of Shimla, IRS B.K.
Virdi of Jalandhar, JNU scholar Uke
Kshipra, Retired Senior Banker Baldev
Bhardwaj of Jalandhar and many
more. Some of the responses are re-
ally heartwarming. | am proud of my
fellow travelers in the journey. | value
their support. | am humbled further in
the process. Chetna Association of
Canada has very kindly made me the
Chairman of the Committee of the
Chetna Association to pursue the pro-

BTW- we have started discus-
sions to have Equality Day also pro-
claimed in British Columbia and
sounds like there is a good chance of
it happening in May/April 2021.”

Arun Kumar of FABO

of UK wrote in an e-mail:

“Dear Rameshiji, Thanks for
sharing this information. We need to
make this campaign a movement so
that everybody participate in it. We
have already written to the Prime
Minister of India and endorsed your
proposal. You have already seen my
article on this subject published in the
Ambedkar Times and The Asian inde-
pendent. Our Vancouver friends have
done this historic work by issuing a
proclamation and declaring 14 April a
day of Equality for which they de-
serve appreciation. It will help in fur-
thering this campaign.”

your Media Partners in this regard.
With regards,

(Prem K. Chumber)
Editor-In-Chief:
www.ambedkartimes.com
But this is not good enough.
We are to go a long way to realize our
goal against all odds. A thought came
to my mind which | feel like sharing
here. Babasaheb Ambedkar, as | see,
did not get anything easily in life. He
did not get his due even after he de-
livered as expected. But recognition
did come in spite of the known,
sometimes willfully or otherwise, neg-
lect and side-tracking of the greatest
son of India by the powers at the
helm. The life and legacy of Babasa-
heb Ambedkar is so potent and rele-
vant that it is increasingly getting
recognition and acceptance all over
the world with or without any special

Let us do our bit and pursue
the proposal with the Government of
India by writing to EAM Dr. S. Jais-
hankar and PM Narendra Modi in a
suggested timeframe — acceptance of
the proposal by the GOl and comple-
tion of procedural requirement, make
a diplomatic demarche to the UN,
take up the matter at the UNGA ses-
sion in September, 2020, get the pro-
posal endorsed by the UN and ‘WE
the people of India’” along with the in-
ternational community celebrate April
14, birth anniversary of Babasaheb
Ambedkar, as International Day of
Equality. | am confident that the saga-
cious and pragmatic leadership of
EAM Dr. S. Jaishankar and PM Naren-
dra Modi will not let the opportunity
go and encash it on the way of our
march to make India a
“World Leader”.
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Worldwide Ambedkarite Community Celebrated

193rd Mahatma Phule and 129th Dr B R Ambedkar Jayanti online as a “Cyber Jayanti Celebration”

During the difficult time of Covid-19
pandemic, worldwide Ambedkarite
community celebrated 193rd Ma-
hatma Phule Birthday and Dr B R
Ambedkar’s 129th birthday online via
multiple social media platform like
skype, google hangout, fakebook,
YouTube channel, Zoom, WebEx
,Free-conference call, webinar jam,
GoToMeeting.These cyber celebra-
tions telecasted live on Bahujan
media networks like AwaazTV, Maitri
TV, KanshiTV ,Samyak India TV,
Bahujan TV, MNT News Network, MN
Live, Dalit Dastak, Ambedkar Times &
Desh Doaba, CA, (USA).

Online community presence
from USA, Canada, UK, Germany,
France, Switzerland, Japan, Singa-

pore, Australia, New Zealand ,Saudi
Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Brunei,

and #AmbedkarJayanti , #JaiBhim,
#orerefior, # SidsdISRIdAL
Due to the global

Oman, Qatar, Dubai, Bahrain , Kuwait
and of course India.

There was a huge twitter
presence with Dr Ambedkar emoji

lockdown, gatherings of
any physical event are
strictly prohibited. These
online celebration helps
the community to come
together to pay respect
and tribute to thebeloved
leader Mahatma Jyotirao
Phule and Babasaheb
Ambedkar by garlanding
statue, light candles, recit-
ing treesharan pan-
chasheel and even cheer’s a slogans
like” JAIBHIM, JAlI PHULE” , "Dr
Ambedkar Amar rahe”, Mahatma
Phule Amar rahe” from their homes.

Manyavar Kanshi Ram

Floral Tributes on his 86th Birth Anniversary

March 15th, 2020, just a few days away,
will be Manyavar Shri Kanshi Ram Ji's
86th birthday. Manyavar Kanshi Ram who
is also revered as Yugpurush or Jan Nayak
by his followers, devoted his entire adult
life in pursuit of fulfilling the dreams of
Babasaheb, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in political
mobilization and upliftment of those who
were amputated for centuries from the
main body- organism of the Indian soci-
ety. Before taking a glimpse into his dy-
namic role as a crusader for social justice,
we, on behalf of SUPREME COUNCIL, SRI
GURU RAVIDASS SABHAS USA, CON-
GRATULATE millions of his followers and
admirers worldwide on this auspicious oc-
casion of his 86th Birth Anniversary.
CRUSADE FOR SO-

Ambedkar.

MOVEMENTS LAUNCHED:-
Resigning from his Government job in
Pune Shri Kanshi Ram Ji moved back to
Northern India in the mid- sixties and
after consolidating his basis in Punjab he
decided to launch BAMCEF, DS-4 organi-
zations and finally founded BAHUJAN
SAMAJ] PARTY which has now assumed
the status of a National political party in
India. He was filled with an ardent ambi-
tion, fervor and dynamism to take the
Caravan of Babasaheb to its destination
for which he travelled day and night from
village to village, rallying around him a
large magnitude of supporters, pedaling
his travels on bicycles or any other avail-
able mode of transport, solic-

CIAL JUSTICE:- While em-
ployed in a responsible and a
comfortably well paid job in
Explosives Research and De-
velopment Laboratory in 4

Pune (Maharashtra), Saheb |
Shri Kanshi Ram Ji came in | =
close contact with some of | |
his colleagues and friends L \
who were associated with | @A
the concept of Babasaheb
Ambedkar's philosophy and
struggle for equality and so-
cial justice. Shri Kanshi Ram
was motivated to make an

O.P. BALLEY

General Secretary,
Supreme Council
Sri Guru Ravidass
Sabhas, USA

iting support and collecting
funds without which the am-
bitious campaigns he was
launching could not be em-
powered to march on the
track carved out by Babasa-
heb.

FOCUS ON UTTER
PRADESH:-From Punjab he
extended the focus of his ac-
tivities to UTTER PRADESH
which he believed more
promising to execute his ide-
ological plans. There he was
introduced to Kumari

&\,1‘

exhaustive study of Babasa-
heb's literature and the five Books which
impacted his conscience the most and il-
luminated his journey from early years in
rural Punjab to his association with
Ambedkarites in Pune are listed below.

1) Castes in India, their Mechanism Gen-
esis and Development (1916). 2) Annihi-
lation of Caste (1936). 3) Mr. Gandhi and
the Emancipation of Untouchables.
(1943). 4) What Congress and Gandhi
have done to Untouchables. 5) States and
Minorities. Repeated and penetrating
study of literary treasure of Babasaheb
bequeathed by him to the future
guardians of his Caravan awakened Shri
Kanshi Ram Ji from a slumber of igno-
rance, urging him to dedicate his entire
life to complete the unfinished work of
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule, Chatrapati Sahu
Ji Maharaj and Babasaheb Dr. B.R.

Mayawati, then employed as
a school teacher and preparing for her
I.A.S Examination. Shri Kanshi Ram who
saw in Mayawati some shining rays of a
brighter future to be his protégé, per-
suaded her to join his campaign to rid the
people sitting at the lowest rung of the
social ladder suffering while living a life of
servitude at the hands of the so called
upper classes of society. It was Manyavar
Kanshi Ram Ji's sustained efforts, hard
work, intellectual acumen and farsighted-
ness to groom and launch Mayawati's po-
litical career, thus enabling her to become
the first Dalit Chief Minister of U.P four
times. Mayawati regards Shri Kanshi Ram
Ji as her political mentor. Shri Kanshi Ram
himself too was elected to the Parliament
which provided him better leverage to
move his political Agenda further.
THOUGHTS ON CASTE SYS-

TEM: - While elaborating his views on
centuries-old caste system in India
Manyavar Kanshi Ram Ji was very vocal
and emphatic in stating that "There are
millions of people who leave their villages
and migrate to Metropolitan cities like
Bombay, Delhi and Kolkata and other big
cities. These people do not bring anything
else with them. The only thing they bring
with them is their caste. They leave be-
hind in their villages their small huts,
small plot of land etc. But they cannot
leave behind their caste in the village."
This is very much true even when they
migrate to foreign countries.

He travelled all over India to attract the
unprivileged people to his fold, telling
them that "People who want to make his-
tory must learn from history. The greatest
strength of weaker sections of society lies
in their unity and solidarity."

ERA OF CHAMCHA AGE: - In
his Book "CHAMCHA AGE" Manyavar Kan-
shi Ram Ji brings up a very candid and a
crystal statement about those who pose
and brag as leaders of the deprived sec-
tions but in reality they are tempted by
personal greeds and sell themselves to
boost their own fake images with no con-
cern for those who put them in their po-
sitions of power.

RESPONSIBILITY ON BAHEN
MAYAWATI:- Behan Mayawati who
holds the strings of running the Bahujan
Samaj Party knows very well the onus of
responsibility left on her shoulders by his
mentor Shri Kanshi Ram Ji to fulfil the
dreams of Babasaheb, Dr B.R. Ambedkar.
The entire Bahujan Samaj which Kanshi
Ram Ji laboured so hard to rebuild has
pinned its hopes on her for future course
of action as the "SUPREMOQ" of the Bahu-
jan Samaj Party.

POLITICAL VACUUM AFTER
BABASAHEB: - For a period of more
than twenty years after the sudden de-
mise of Babasaheb in 1956 we saw a po-
litical vacuum in his life long struggle for
social transformation. It was deliberately
crafted by some unruly forces of
Manuwadi- ideology to obliterate the life-
long accomplishments of Dr. Ambedkar.
But Saheb Shri Kanshi Ram's unyielding
determination and sustained efforts pro-

These online got overwhelm response
all levels of participant on multiple ac-
tivity by children’s, women’s ,Adults

on online quiz, songs, speeches,
drawings and paintings.
“A  symbol of humanistic

thought and sacrifice by these lead-
ers is a source of motivation and in-
spiration to all Bahujan community”.

These cyber celebrations are
still continuing from April 10th till end
of May 2020 at multiple location
across the globe.

Listed organization with their
fliersonline Jayanti celebration.

Report by
Mahesh Wasnik
Detroit, Michigan

vided a renewed vigor, momentum and
optimism to the vision of Dr. Ambedkar.
That is why Babasaheb is now venerated
as a universally acknowledged "LIBERA-
TOR of the down-trodden and builder of
modern India.

KANSHI RAM JI'S PLACE IN
HISTORY:- Following the foot- prints of
his mentor Babasaheb, Shri Kanshi Ram
Ji decided to convert to Budhism on Oc-
tober 14th,2006 alongwith five hundred
thousand followers, but unfortunately he
breathed his last on October 9th 2006,
just a few days before the projected date
for conversion. This was a big jolt and
shock to millions of his followers in the
entire Bahujan Samaj. Though Kanshi
Ram Ji has left his mortal frame but the
inexhaustible treasure of his contributions
to rekindle the flame of Babasaheb's
struggle for restoration of human rights
has immortalized him in the hearts and
souls of his people. History will treat him
with dignity and honor for his selfless
services to his Samaj and the country as
a whole. For the sake of his mission he
willingly gave up his personal interests
and comforts by remaining unmarried all
his life, acquiring no property or Bank Bal-
ances and never going back to visit his
Native home in Punjab.

We salute in reverence to this
great soul for his selfless contributions to
the entire Bahujan fraternity for which he
deserves to be awarded with the distin-
guished honor of "BHARAT RATNA".

Let us conclude with his famous Slogan
“VOTE HAMARA RAJ TUMHARA,
NAHI CHALEGA! NAHI CHALEGA!"
With best wishes
O.P. BALLEY
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Vesak Day-Buddha Poornima “Cyber Celebration”

Blessed is the birth of the Buddha;
blessed is the discourse on the Noble
Law; blessed is the harmony of the
spiritual community; blessed is the
devotion of those living in brother-
hood; blessed is the spiritual effort of

Poornima.
Online zoom
https://zoom.us/j/5677014594
This is the first Cyber
Celebration on the occasion of
International Vesak Day is an |

link

the wunited. - The
Dhammapada.
Since May of
1999, the United
Nations (UNO) has
declared Vesak, or
Buddha Purnima,
marking the Birth,
Enlightenment and
Parinibbana of Bud-
dha, an official inter-

=&

oy | May 9th 2020
! 00pm (CST Zone)
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India; Satwrday | May 9th 2030
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K- Satarday | Moy Sth 2020

ADOpm - 600

WAL Saturday | Moy Sth 020
6:30pm - §

lopaen: Sunday | May Stk 2020
1:15am - :0tem
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For more information contact: gicscanada. infoggmail.com
108423

national Vesak Day.
Vesak is the day, the Buddhist regard
as the most important day in their re-
ligious calendar. This auspicious day
fall on the full moon day during lunar
month that corresponds the month of
April or May.

On Saturday May 9th, 2020,
Ambedkar International coordination
Society(AICS),Canadaalong with
North American Ambedkarite and
Buddhist organizationshumbly re-
quest to join first official Cyber cele-
bration on Vesak Day-Buddha

important day for Buddhist [
communities across the world.
This is the first time that all the
Buddhist brothers and sisters
of different countries will be called to-
gether for cybercelebration (online
Celebration) Vesak Day-Buddha
Poornima.

Cyber celebration mission is
to inspire and motivate people to
come together as one human family
to generate inner peace and create a
boundless world landscape of com-

passion, integrity, harmony, love and
peace.ln the 21st century CE, it is es-
timated that over 600 million (9-10%
of the world
4 population)
people prac-
tice Bud-
dhism
Vesak
Day-Buddha
Poornima
attract Bud-
dhist practi-
tioners and
community
members

from vari-
ous ethnic
group like
Vietnam,
Lao, Thai
land, Tai-
wan, Myanmar,Mongolia, Nepal,
Bhutan, Tibet, Japan, Korea, Sri

Lankan, India, Bangladeshi, Cambo-
dia, Singapore, China, Australia, New
Zealand, Europe, Canada and Amer-
ica.

It marks the three most im-
portant events in Buddha’s life: his
birth, Enlightenment and passed

away of Nibbana.

Each year, International Vesak
Day commemorates to
Buddha,Dhamma and Sangha.

In general, Buddha Purnima is
celebrated by paying a visit to com-
mon Viharas, where Buddhists ob-
serve a longer than wusual and
full-length Buddhist Sutta which is
similar to a service. Usually dressed
in white attire, Buddhists refrain from
eating non-vegetarian food. Keer is
considered as one of the most auspi-
cious porridge on this day. The statue
of Buddha is placed in a basin filled
with water decorated with flowers.
People visit Viharas to symbolize this
day as a pure and new beginning.

Buddhist teachings provide
guidance around non-violent action to
work for universal
peace throughout
the world.

Report by:

Er. Mahesh
Wasnik
Automotive
Engineer- Detroit,
Michigan USA

Celebrating 100th year of Dr. BR Ambedkar's
Starting his Journal "Mooknayak” on 31st January, 1920

It is worth noting that any activity
started by Babasaheb Dr. Ambedkar
at anytime and anywhere is worth a
celebration. So is the fact of his start-
ing a mouth piece of Dalits, known as
"Mooknayak", started on 31 January,
1920.

An Urdu phrase aptly fits to
any of his activities and writings,
which is reproduced as under:Jo Baat
Ki, Lajawab KiThat is, whatever he
said was uniquely
incomparable."Mooknayak" means
the hero of the voiceless.Explaining
the logic behind this this publication,
Dr. Ambedkar wrote in the editorial of
the Mooknayak's inaugural
issue:"There is no better source than
a newspaper to suggest the remedy
against injustice that is being done in
future, and also to discuss the ways
and means for our progress in future.

In the same editorial, he
wrote:The Hindu society is just like a
tower which has several stories with-
out a ladder or entrance. The man
who is born in the lower storey can-
not enter the upper storey however
worthy he may be and the man who
is born in the in the upper storey can-
not be driven out in the lower (one)
however unworthy he may be....

"The alienation™, he goes on,
"produced by the absence of inter-
dining and inter-caste marriage has
fostered the feelings of touchable and
untouchables so much that these
touchable and untouchable castes...

Ambedkarism”s Journalism
and its Significance Today

It was said by someone as
under:lt is clear that until every sec-
tion of society does not get due rep-
resentation in the media, the one
sided, solicitous and unbalanced dis-
semination will continue. It was to
counter this imbalance that Ambed-

kar wanted Dalits to have their own
media outlets. He believed that only
Dalit journalism could battle injustice
faced by Dalits.

The 1920s are known as
being radically transformative decade
for Dalit movement. "Dalit massive
politics in western India was essen-
tially shaped in this decade by trans-
lating Dalit grievances into an
effective political and organisational
language.

devoid of proper sense of responsibil-
ity is greatly injurious to both the op-
erators and those operated upon.

Dr. Ambedkar had been em-
phasising that you do not have to be
powerful only in order to bend others
but it is also an opportunity to bend
to the sense of justice and fair play.

The previous standards of
knowledge used to produce great
men like Ambedkar and Abdul
Kalam.Dr. Abdul Kalam after having

T h e
Mahad agitation of
1927 unfolded the |« = -
rise of assertive |~= .
mass politics in
western India.ln
the aftermath of | . e
violence during RSN
Mahad agitation, Lt:..-.,“. ]
Ambedkar began R —
to argue that Dal- e
its should be iden-
tified separately
from the Hindu
community. He
pointed out that
Dalit were perpet- |. . —
ually deprived. Y

The Jour-
nalistic Legacy of
Ambedkar: the Ed-
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been made Presi-
dent of India by the
then PM Atal Bi-
hariVajpayee felt
such a sense of
gratitude that he
never tried to be
—| source of trouble to
| the PM. Rather, he
| busied himself with
school and college
| students and never
~ | be a source of nui-
| sance to his bene-
.| factor. He,
-| however, showed
his might by refus-
ing to give oath to
Sonia Gandhi and
suggest just any-
one who was gen-
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itor: The newspa-
per's associations with Ambedkar are
repositories of vast information on
history of Dalit political activism
which is why it's a pity that Ambed-
kar's role as a journalist and editor
has been largely ignored.

About Independence:Indepen-
dence is not only a right it is also a
great responsibility. Indian rulers since
1947 up to this day have been known
to have only been exploiting their po-
sition as being a rightful group to ex-
ercise power. The fact that power

uinely an Indian
born. Sonia Gandhi chose Dr. Man-
mohan Singh to be made PM who
being a Sikh he could never feel
strong enough to assert as a real PM
since he could never feel strong
enough to assert for independence.
Thus far, no other leader in
India other than Dr. Ambedkar has
been able to give up office as a Union
Minister for the sake of his believing
certain values. Again, he has been
lone example of being absolutely fair
to his own people and their adver-

saries while
drafting the
Constitution of
India, almost
single hand-
edly which
could smack of | *
favoritism only
to his own
people. He did . \
not wish to _ ’

turn them to .
turn into dicta- DI'. S L Dhanl
91-98995-79076

tors unlike
Lenin who
wished the workers to be dictators of
the proletariat. He did not imitate
Karl Marx who wished only the work-
ers of the world to unite and who
cared for only factory
workers.

Dr. Ambedkar was just both
for the oppressors and the oppressed
alike. He devoted himself to study the
problems of both the haves and
have-nots.

His Preamble to the Constitu-
tion does not smack of any favoritism
to any particular section of popula-
tion. He gave all importance to all the
people of India by saying “We the
people of India..."

He really wished to establish
a just society which cared for all,
through the Constitution of India of
which he was actually the chief
architect.

After seeing the final shape of
Constitution, he was not at all happy
since by the time of taking it's final
shape the Constitution of his dreams
had withered away through some
avoidable amendments.Dr. Ambedkar
shall continue to be the best human-
itarian for all times to come.Every In-
dian must bow his head to him, the
only Symbol of Knowledge
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Corona Crisis and Dalit Scenario

According to the 2011 Economic and
Caste Census, 4.42 crore families out
of total families in India belong to the
Scheduled Castes (Dalits). Only 23%
of these families live in good houses,
2% in habitable houses and 12% in
dilapidated houses. 24% of these
families live in grass pallet, polythene
and mud houses. It is clear from
these figures that most of the Dalits
do not even have a habitable house.
Many Dalits do not even own their
house land. It is also well-known that
most of the Dalits and Adivasis are
living in these slums. It can be esti-
mated how physical distancing is
possible to prevent Corona in these
small houses and huts with large fam-
ilies. Dharvi Slum of Maharashtra is
its biggest example where Corona in-
fection cases are turning up very fast.

If this situation continues, the
chances of its spread are
very high.

According to the
above Census only 3.95%
Dalit families have govern-
ment jobs. Only 0.93%
have state sector and only
2.47 % have private sector
employment. It is clear
from this that Dalit families
are the biggest victims of
unemployment. It is worth
meditating that despite 70
years of reservation being
implemented, why the rep-
resentation of Dalit families
in government jobs is only
3.95%? Has there not
been enough dishonesty in
the implementation of
reservation? Have not the
Dalits been cheated openly
in the name of merit and
have not been deprived of
their constitutional right (share)?
Even if the false reasoning of lack of
merit among the Dalits is accepted,
then who is responsible for not allow-
ing merit to grow among Dalits in so
many years?

It has emerged in this Census
that only 83.55% of the Dalit families
in the country have a monthly income
of more than 5,000. Only 11.74% of
households have monthly income be-
tween 5,000 and 10,000 and only
4.67 % of families have income above
10,000. Only 3.56% of the families
have a monthly income of more than
5,000 from a government job. It is
clear from these figures that the per-
centage of Dalits below poverty line
is very high; due to which Dalits are
the worst victims of malnutrition.

Similarly, according to the
above Census, 56% of the house-
holds in rural areas are landless. Of
these, the percentage of landless Dal-
its can be more than 70 to 80%. The
condition of landlessness of Dalits is
their biggest weakness due to which
they remain completely dependent on
the landholding castes. Similarly,
51% of the households in the coun-
tryside are Manual Labour, out of
which the percentage of Dalits can be
more than 70 to 80%. According to
the Census, only 18.45% of Dalit
families have nonirrigated land,
17.41% have irrigated land and

6.98% have other land. It is clear
from it that the landlessness of Dalits
is about 91%. Dalit labourers have
maximum dependence on agricultural
wages. According to the Census, only
30% of the households in the coun-
tryside get employment in agriculture,
so it can be estimated how many
Dalits can get employment in agricul-
ture. This is the reason that Dalits are
the most migrated labour from the vil-
lage to the cities. In the recent times
of Corona crisis, the majority of them
are Dalits who have migrated from
the cities to the village in reverse mi-
gration.

The landlessness of Dalits
and the compulsion of Manual Labour
is their biggest weakness. For this
reason, they can neither demand high
rates of agricultural wages nor are
they able to strongly oppose the daily
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That is why it is natural that in our
country, like black Americans, Dalits
and Adivasis being at the bottom of
the society are likely to be the most
affected by Corona. .

The Dalits/Adivasis are going
to suffer the most in jobs which have
been lost due to the present Corona
crisis. According to the recent esti-
mates, about 40 crore people in India
are likely to be unemployed as a re-
sult of Corona crisis and most of
them are going to be Dalits. With this,
the coming recession is going to have
its worst effect on Dalits and other
poor sections. It has also been seen
that the relief announcements made
by the government during the current
crisis are completely inadequate and
are the same as cumin seeds in the
camel's mouth. In these schemes,
such conditions are imposed on the
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Dr. Ambedkar's mind. He considered
it indispensable for the social trans-
formation and economic development
of India. He had also presented its
outline to the nation in his draft of the
future Constitution of India which is
available in the form of a book called
"States and Minorities". He was in
favour of having all major and basic
industries and insurance under state
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atrocities and oppression. Therefore,
for Dalits, land and employment is
their biggest requirement, but for this
Modi government has no agenda. In
contrast to this, the Modi government
is making the Dalits landless by ac-
quiring land and reducing employ-
ment opportunities in this area by not
investing in agriculture. In other areas
too, the government has failed miser-
ably in generating employment.

Due to privatization of public
sector undertakings, the employment
opportunities available to Dalits
through reservation are also shrink-
ing. In contrast, Dalit and other work-
ers are being exploited openly by the
contractual labour practice. The Modi
government has harmed the workers
by relaxing the labour laws. Due to
this, open exploitation of labourers is
taking place, whose biggest victims
are the Dalit families.

Current corona epidemic
studies in the US have found that
there are more black people among
infected / deceased people than
whites. Four main reasons have been
cited for this: more poor health and
less health facilities availability and
discrimination, more Black Americans
being engaged in essential services,
insufficient information and smaller
homes. In the case of Dalits in India,
apart from all these factors, the
biggest factor is social discrimination.

eligibility that it is becoming impossi-
ble for the common man to get their
benefits. The plight of Dalits in the
Post Corona period is going to worsen
because of the terrible economic re-
cession as jobs are going to decrease
enormously. Since Dalits do not have
any means of production like land and
trade, hence the effects of recession
are going to have the most impact on
Dalits. For this, it is important that
Employment, like the Right to Food
and Education, should also be made
a Fundamental Right and the system
of Unemployment Allowance should
be implemented. Along with this,
Health Security should also be made
a fundamental right so that poor peo-
ple also get health security. For this,
it is necessary that the Democratic
Socialistic Welfare Model of Develop-
ment should be adopted in place of
our present Capitalistic Model of De-
velopment. t is noteworthy that Dr.
Ambedkar was a strong supporter of
State Socialism (Democratic Social-
ism) and a staunch opponent of Cap-
italism.  While addressing the
conference of Depressed Classes
Railway Workers Conference, he said
that “Dalits have two big enemies,
one is Brahmanism and the other is
Capitalism." He was very much in
favour of the political power in the
hands the working class. The frame-
work of socialism was very clear in

control, nationalization
of agricultural land and
collective farming. He
was in favour of giving
agriculture the status of
state industry. Dr.
Ambedkar did not want
to make the right to
property a fundamental

right, but it was not
u n d e r
his control.

The present Corona
crisis has proved that
the Capitalistic Model of
Development in most
countries including India
has promoted exploita-
tion and inequality. It
has failed miserably to
solve basic problems of
common people. Ever
since the corporatiza-
tion of politics and the importance of
finance capital have increased, since
then democracy has turned into a
monopoly of totalitarianism and right-
ist stance. The fact has also emerged
from this Corona crisis that only so-
cialist countries like Cuba, Vietnam
and China have been able to face this
crisis. Only their democratic socialis-
tic system is capable of protecting
the life of mankind. Otherwise you
must have heard about US President
Donald Trump wherein he says that
about two and a half million Ameri-
cans have to die from Corona and he
cannot do anything in it. This is the
tragic call of the supreme model of
capitalism, showing that the capitalist
system that thrives on profits is com-
pletely hollow. Therefore, protecting
the interests of Dalits is also possible
in the Democratic Socialist polity
only. Babasaheb's vision will come
true only when Dalits, getting free
from BSP, Athawale, Ramvilas and
other people engaged in the service
of capitalists, will join hands with rad-
ical agenda like land distribution, em-
ployment, health security, education
and dignity based democratic social-
ist politics. Only this politics will es-
tablish a welfare state in which the
challenges of the post-Corona period
can be answered. The All India Peo-
ple's Front is an attempt of demo-
cratic socialist mass politics.



